- Quotes



Mental Databases

“...So perhaps you look at something and the shape registers

and you probably use it; or if that shape comes up again, you

like it because it has an emotional meaning for you, even

though the memory may not consciously make the connection.”
(Henry Moore)

"‘Being visually aware is something we all have to work at.
Many of the objects we see each day are taken for granted, so
much so that often they do not consciously register in our
minds. Although | had lived in Brighton all my life, it was only at
this stage that | began to see the domes of the Brighton
Pavillion. There are more shapes up there than | had ever
dreamed of, and | am still finding new ones. | studied the work
of potters and silversmiths, and absorbed those shapes. |
looked at fences and roofs and fascias and gravestones, at
fuschias and tulips and roses and crocuses, all with a new
awareness. And all these shapes went into my head as |
developed an appreciation of form.

| must emphasise that when | say these shapes give me
inspiration, that is exactly what | mean. | do not look at them
and go away and reproduce them. | do not copy plants, or
ceramic pots, or silverware or anything else, but | am sure that
certain shapes influence the forms | make, although this is a
subconscious process. My work is the result of having studied
all kinds of shapes that | see around me, and what | see forms
part of the reserve of knowledge about form in my memory.
Unless you put something into your brain, nothing is going to
come out.”

(Bert Marsh)



Al Stirt on Design

"During the course of 40 years, |'ve
come to realize that design is my
paramount concern. | have found it
Impossible to separate aesthetics from
technique. Without the appropriate
techniques, good design is impossible.
Without good Qmm_ms ﬁmo:s_o_cm lacks
meaning.




The more skills/techniques you have
under your belt, the greater the
opportunity you have to create
unique work. [f all you know how to
do is turn a form and sand it smooth,
you are limited in forms of
expression. If you have at your
disposal skills to carve, pierce, burn,
color, texture, etc. then your design

i opportunities increase dramatically.

An artist’s imagination comes into
play when combining design
elements in ways different from

~ anyone else, based on his/her
intent—and the number of
combinations are endless.

J.Paul Fennell



