FINISH TURNING A BOWL FROM A ROUGH DRY BLANK

Tools

Stubai 13/16” super flute bowl gouge — 35d. regular grind
Ellsworth 5/8” super flute b. gouge — 55d. swept-back grind
Various scrapers as needed

Favorite caliper

denon
Step 1 - Trueing the basefpiggt/’

e Between centers on big bumper,
using the tip (no bevel rubbing) of
Ellsworth g., clean the spigot and
shoulder. Safety: spigot must have
clean shoulder for chuck’s shoulder
to rest on; bottom of spigot should
not touch the bottom of the chuck.

Step 2 - Flattening the rim
« Safety: Support bottom of bow! with extended live center.

e Using the tip and immediate left
side of tip of Ellsworth g., with

handle almost horizontal and tip A
slightly angled into the wood,

push the g. in (no bevel support) N,

removing small amount of -

material until rim is flat.

Step 3 — Trueing/finishing the outside wall

 Direction of cut: Going from small diameter to large diameter for
supported cut

« Tip: make sure gouge is very sharp for this cut

« Removing uneven material: Starting at the base and using tip and
immediate right side of tip of Ellsworth g. , push the g. through the
bumpy material going to the right until wall is even. Angle the tip
slightly into the cut, handle slightly down and supported against your
body. Move your whole body into the cut.




* Tweak the shape as required.

* Smoothing the surface: Using right
side of g. (safer) lower the handle for
sheer cut and present upper 74 edge
of cutter to wood going back and forth
until all rough spots are removed. Tip:
a very sharp g. is required for this cut
otherwise your g. will start bouncing.

* For the upper portion of the wall you
can also use the push cut with the left
side of g. being careful to use only the tip and immediate left side of tip.
Take very small cuts to prevent a catch.

Note: this is a more risky cut!!

* Keep stopping the lathe to examine your progress and determine

which sections need work to remove all lines, bumps, etc.

* Finish with delicate scraping with
the right long edge of the g. going
back and forth along the surface
until smooth. Make sure to present
the edge at almost 90d. to the
surface to prevent a catch!!

Step 4 — Trueing/finishing the inside wall

e Attention: Remove tail stock;
retighten chuck. Tip: make sure
gouge is very sharp for this cut

e Direction of cut: Going from large
diameter to small diam. for supported
cut.

* Using tip and immediate right side of
tip push g. through bumpy material
going right as far as comfortable with
Ellsworth g. Angle tip into the cut,
handle slightly down.




* Once uneven material removed, use
tip and immediate left side of tip in a
very controlled light push cut until wall
Is smooth. Take very small cuts to
prevent a catch. Note: this is a more
risky cut!!

e Attention: If the wall becomes too
thin it might start to bounce. At this
stage you will have to use a “Bowl
steady” to support the wall before
doing more cuts.

* Check wall thickness with your calipers.

» Keep stopping the lathe to examine your progress and determine
which sections need work to remove all lines, bumps, etc.

» Establish where the bottom of the
bowl will be by cutting/measuring
bottom of bowl. Use your curved tool
rest as needed. Remove material
going from center of bowl to left side
using tip of regular grind Stubai g.

* Finish bottom % portion of the wall,
joining initial side cut to bottom cut,
with regular grind Stubai g. using
back and forth motion until smooth.
Finish by scraping lightly with long
edge of g.

* Attention: At this stage, if you are unsure of the “feel” of the finished
bowl, mark position on your chuck and take the bowl off the lathe to
feel its weight, wall thickness, overall balance, etc. Rechuck and
modify as needed.

* Go over the whole inside wall by delicate scrapping with left edge of
Ellsworth g. making sure to take light cuts and that g. is on its side.

* For bottom corner and bottom of bowl use your favorite scrapper taking
light cuts.

Congratulations! You are now ready to sand your bowl and
you should do it ASAP.



