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Get Started: Paint Area
D  f  !• Dust free area!

• Table
• Cover table & floor with plastic sheet 

to protect from paint spillsto protect from paint spills
• Good lighting (full spectrum – like 

daylight) to see true coloursdaylight) to see true colours



Get Started: Paint Area
D  bl• Drying table

• Figure out how to hold/hang your g g y
pieces while painting & drying them



Get Started: Paint Area
b h• Airbrushing:

– Limit spread of paint aerosols & mess
– Exhaust aerosols outdoors!
– Hood to contain overspray
– Compressor
– Filter (particle & water removal) & low    (p )

pressure regulator assembly



Get Started: Paint Area
C   b h • Compressor to airbrush connection
– Adapter connectors to connect standard 

 h  f    f l /l  air hose from compressor to filter/low 
pressure gauge assembly
Ad t  ti  f  filt /l  – Adapter connection - from filter/low 
pressure gauge to airbrush hose



Paint Area



Paint Booth



Paint Booth



Paint Booth



Paint Area



Get Started: Supplies
 l l  • Artist quality acrylic paint

• Paint brushes (craft quality is ok)q y
• Acrylic medium (paint w/o pigment)
• Plastic container x2 (clean and rinse Plastic container x2 (clean and rinse 

water)
Bar of soap• Bar of soap



Get Started: Supplies
P  b h l  l  • Paint brush cleaner solution –
removes dried paint

• Airbrush cleaning solution
• Paper towelsPaper towels
• Finish (acrylic, lacquer, polyurethane)



Paint Choices
l    ( b d)• Acrylic paint options (water-based)

– Fluid
– High viscosity (tubes & tubs)
– Airbrush
– Ink



Artist Paint Manufacturers
G ld  (fl d  b h  )• Golden (fluid, airbrush, paste)

• Tri-Art (fluid)
• Createx (fluid)
• Daler-Rowney (acrylic inks)Daler-Rowney (acrylic inks)
• Liquitex (paste)



Paint Choices
Fl d l  • Fluid acrylic paint
– Most versatile, both for paint with 

h d hbrush and airbrushing
– Minimum brush marks
– Easy to mix for a myriad of colours
– Dilute Golden fluids 1:2 or more with 

““airbrush medium” for airbrushing



Paint Choices
l    b  & b• Acrylic paint in tubes & tubs

– Distinct brush marks
– Made for painting on canvas
– Same pigment load as fluids
– Not suitable for airbrushing – too high 

viscosity
– Dilute with gels (paint w/o pigment)



Paint Choices
b h l  • Airbrush acrylic paint

– Ready to use in airbrush
– Lower pigment load to prevent clogging
– Dilute with “airbrush extender”
– Available in limited range of pigments



Paint Choices
l  k• Acrylic ink

– Ready to use in airbrush



Paint selection
l  h   d  !• Always choose artist grade paints!

– Tested & rated for light-fastness
– High load of stable pigments
– Pigment content disclosed
– Adequate safety labeling
– Mixes well, no mud



Health & Safety
d   d l• Avoid toxic pigments and solvents

– “known to the state of California to 
 ”cause cancer”

– Cadmium pigments
• Never spray paints containing heavy 

metals (cadmium, lead etc.)



Health & Safety
C l d  l• Colour descriptions, example:
– “Cadmium yellow” contains cadmium salts
– “Cadmium yellow hue” looks like cadmium 

yellow but is made of newer non-toxic 
i tpigments



Paint Characteristics
  h  d l l• Opaque – covers the wood completely

• Transparent – wood grain shows p g
through



Painting



Starter kit: 
Pure pigments > Mix

Liquid acrylic paint (example Golden • Liquid acrylic paint (example – Golden 
paints)
– Hansa yellow medium
– Quinacridone magenta
– Pyrrole red light
– Phthalo green (blue shade)Phthalo green (blue shade)
– Phthalo blue (green shade)
– Titanium white (opaque mixes)

Airbrush medium– Airbrush medium





Cost to Get Started
P  (6 l )  d  $40• Paint (6 colours) + medium $40

• Set of craft brushes $10
• Airbrush $150
• Filter/regulator/fittings $30-150Filter/regulator/fittings $30-150



Creating your Masterpiece
F h  h  l h  • Finish on the lathe 

• Seal
• Prime (optional)
• PaintPaint
• Protective coat



Finish on the Lathe
E  d  d• Ensure wood is dry

• Fill crevices 
• Sand the masterpiece well, 800 grit
• Remove all dustRemove all dust



Seal
l  b d l  • Apply water-based acrylic 

– Airbrush medium
– Airbrush extender

• Let dry ~5 hrsy
• Sand, ~1000 grit
• Remove dust• Remove dust



Prime (optional)
G   P• Gesso = Primer
– Contains grit (marble dust) to make 

 dh   paint adhere on canvas
– Should never be used as paint
– Gessoed surface feels like sandpaper!



Prime (optional)
P  h  f  • Paint white first 
– Option to cover unwanted wood patterns
– Painting on top of white makes colours

appear brighter compared to paint on 
th  d di tl  (  t  f b )the wood directly (on top of brown)



Painting
B h • Brush 

• Airbrush
• Glazing 

– Add layers of different coloursAdd layers of different colours



Protective Coat
d  l h l  2000 • Sand very lightly, ~2000 grit

• Acrylic top-coat/varnishy p
• Polyurethane (solvent/water-based)
• LacquerLacquer
• Sand between coats!





Web Links
P  M f• Paint Manufacturers
– Golden
– Tri-Art
– Createx
– Daler-Rowney

• Airbrush – IwataA rbrush Iwata
• Arts Supplies



Paint Manufacturer
G ld• Golden
– http://www.goldenpaints.com/technicaldata/woodstain.php
– http://www.goldenpaints.com/technicaldata/mixguide.php

htt // ld i t /i /C l Mi i G id df– http://www.goldenpaints.com/images/ColorMixingGuide.pdf
– http://www.goldenpaints.com/technicaldata/airtips.php
– http://www.goldenpaints.com/technicaldata/airtip2.php
– http://www goldenpaints com/technicaldata/orginpig phphttp://www.goldenpaints.com/technicaldata/orginpig.php
– http://www.goldenpaints.com/technicaldata/drying.php
– http://www.goldenpaints.com/technicaldata/airbrush.php
– http://www.goldenpaints.com/technicaldata/abmedium.php
– http://www.goldenpaints.com/technicaldata/abtranex.php
– http://www.goldenpaints.com/technicaldata/fluids.php
– http://www.goldenpaints.com/healthsafety/health/index.php



Paint Manufacturers
T i A t• Tri-Art

• http://www.tri-art.ca/en/products/finestquality/airbrush

• Createx
• http://www.createxcolors.com/product/airbrushcolors/main.html
• http://www.createxcolors.com/technical/PDFs/Createx_ApplicationGuide.

pdf

• Liquitex
• http://www.liquitex.com/Products/inks.cfm

• Daler-RowneyDaler Rowney
• http://www.daler-rowney.com/content/fw-artists-inks



Airbrush
• Iwata
• http://www.iwata-medea.com/index.php/products/airbrushes/
• http://www.iwata-medea.com/index.php/products/hp_cs_specs/p p p p p p

• PaaschePaasche
• http://www.paascheairbrush.com/



Arts Supplies
W ll k• Wallacks
– https://www.wallacks.com/index1.php

D S• DeSerres
– http://www.deserres.ca/

• Currys• Currys
– https://www.currys.com/default.htm


